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3 Getting ready for the PETS pilot

Q1. What can cat and dog owners do now to prepare for the PETS pilot scheme? 

Q2. Which types of microchip will be acceptable? 

Q3. What if my microchip does not conform to an ISO standard?

Q4. How is a microchip fitted?

Q5. What types of vaccine will be acceptable? 

Q6. Will rabies vaccines be made available without restriction to veterinary surgeons?

Q7. Which laboratories have been recognised to carry out blood tests? 

Q8. Why weren’t the laboratories announced on 27 May?

Q9. Will there be a delay in obtaining the blood test?

Q10. What if my pet fails its blood test?

Q1. What can cat and dog owners do now to prepare for the PETS pilot scheme? 

A1. Pet owners can now arrange for their pet cats and dogs to be fitted with a microchip and subsequently have the pet vaccinated and then blood tested at a recognised laboratory. You will need to speak to your veterinarian to arrange this and they will advise you about vaccine and blood testing. At the moment, blood testing capacity is extremely limited. There may be a long wait for a blood test. It may be better to delay vaccination in these circumstances. Pet owners may find they cannot bring in pets under the pilot scheme because you cannot get them blood tested in time. These problems will ease as more laboratories are recognised, and capacity increases, but they are inevitable in the transition to new arrangements.

Q2. Which types of microchip will be acceptable? 

A2. We do not specify a particular microchip, but strongly recommend that whatever chip is used, it should conform to ISO (International Standards Organisation) standard 11784 or to Annex A to ISO standard 11785. 

Q3. What if my microchip does not conform to an ISO standard?

A3. If the microchip does not conform to an ISO standard, it may not be readable by a standard microchip reader which will be used when your animal is checked coming into the UK. This means that you would have to provide your own microchip reader (at your expense) to enable the microchip to be read successfully. You should ask your vet to make sure that the microchip fitted meets an ISO specification.

Q4. How is a microchip fitted?

A4. Your vet will implant the microchip according to the manufacturer’s instructions. Ask your vet to check the number of the microchip once it has been fitted.

Q5. What types of vaccine will be acceptable? 

A5. Those that are inactivated and authorised in the country in which the animal has been resident. Your vet will know which vaccine to use.

Q6. Will rabies vaccines be made available without restriction to veterinary surgeons?

A6. Yes. But, as with all vaccinations, you will need to contact your vet to make the necessary arrangements for vaccination.

Q7. Which laboratories have been recognised to carry out blood tests? 

A7. The blood test must be performed at a laboratory recognised by MAFF. Initially there is only one recognised laboratory in the UK, the VLA in Weybridge, along with ten other European laboratories. These laboratories have been recognised with effect from 27 May 1999. Further laboratories may be added to the list as the scheme develops.

Blood tests performed by laboratories before they were recognised by MAFF will not be acceptable. This is because MAFF can only be certain through the recognition procedure that the laboratory meets the necessary quality standards.

Q8. Why weren’t the laboratories announced on 27 May?

A8. 27 May 1999 was the date on which an initial proficiency test programme in which laboratories participated was completed. The results were then evaluated. The laboratories that were announced on 3 August were deemed to have been meeting the PETS requirements since the proficiency test ended on 27 May.

Q9. Will there be a delay in obtaining the blood test?

A9. The veterinary surgeon who has vaccinated the animal should arrange the blood test.

The best time for a blood sample to be taken for a blood test is about 30 days after the last vaccine injection. Blood samples may be stored by laboratories for later testing.

At the moment, blood testing capacity is extremely limited. There may be a long wait for a blood test. It may be better to delay vaccination in these circumstances. Pet owners may find they cannot bring in pets under the pilot scheme because you cannot get them blood tested in time. These problems will ease as more laboratories are recognised, and capacity increases, but they are inevitable in the transition to new arrangements.

Q10. What if my pet fails its blood test?

A10. It will have to be vaccinated and blood tested again. To avoid this, you may wish to consider getting your pet vaccinated twice before it is blood tested. This may be particularly helpful in the case of young animals. You should discuss this with your vet.

                                             Factsheet 1

 Introduction

 At the moment pet cats and dogs coming to the UK have to go into quarantine, unless they

 come from the Republic of Ireland. The Government is planning changes. This page summarises

 how the new 'Pet Travel Scheme' (PETS) will run.

 How it will work

 To qualify for exemption from quarantine, your cat or dog will have to meet certain conditions. First, it must have been resident in a  qualifying country (see Factsheet 2). 

 Secondly, it will have to be: 

    1.microchipped with an electronic 'chip'. 

    2.vaccinated against rabies using an inactivated vaccine (ask your veterinary surgeon for details). It will have to have regular booster vaccinations. 

    3.blood tested at a laboratory that we have assessed. The blood test result must show that the vaccine has given your pet sufficient  protection against rabies. For this reason, the blood test must have been carried out at least six months before entry to the UK. 

    4.issued with an official health certificate recording details of your animal, its microchip, its vaccination and its blood test. 

    5.treated against infections carried by cats and dogs which are not present in the UK. 

 Before you enter the UK, your animal's microchip and health certificate will be checked. If all is well, your pet will be allowed to enter the  UK. If not, your pet will have to go into quarantine, or return to the country it has come from. You will need to check that all is in order  before you attempt to travel, to avoid possible disappointment. 

 Ferry companies, train operators and airlines are being asked to carry out pre entry checks on pets. There will also be random spot checks on animals after they arrive in the UK. This is so that the Government can satisfy itself that the system is working well. The checks should  not take long. 

 You will have to pay to have your pet microchipped, and vaccinated against rabies, and for any other treatment needed. 

 Pets from the British Isles

 Pets travelling from anywhere in the British Isles - which includes the Republic of Ireland - will continue to be able to come into the UK  freely, as at present. Such pets will not be subject to quarantine, nor to the Pet Travel Scheme. 

 When will the new arrangements be introduced?

 Our objective is to bring the new arrangements into operation within two years, with a pilot scheme launched within the next twelve months.  Until the new arrangements are in place, quarantine will continue for pet cats and dogs, because it is the UK's current protection against  rabies. 

 We will be announcing full details of the new system in due course. You should wait for this further announcement - which will explain  which laboratories can carry out blood tests and what certificates are required - before you take any action. 

                                                                                      Prepared 26 March 1999

    Back to PETS

                                                                                            Top of the page

                                    [MAFF home] [Feedback] [Search site] [Help]

                                                © MAFF 1999

=============================================================================

                                             Factsheet 2

This page explains which countries will qualify for the Pet Travel Scheme. It should be read with

Factsheet 1.

Qualifying Countries in Europe

In Europe, the qualifying countries are expected to be: 

     Andorra

     Austria

     Belgium

     Denmark

     Finland

     France

     Germany 

     Greece

     Iceland

     Italy

     Liechtenstein

     Luxembourg

     Monaco

     Netherlands

     Norway

     Portugal

     San Marino

     Spain

     Sweden

     Switzerland

     Vatican

The Republic of Ireland is not on the list because pets from Ireland will continue to enter the UK freely, as now. They will not need to meet the conditions of the Pet Travel Scheme. 

Rabies Free Islands

The Government is approaching islands which might qualify. The islands it has approached so far are: 

     Antigua and Barbuda

     Australia

     Bahrain

     Barbados

     Cape Verde

     China (Taiwan)

     Cook Islands

     Falkland Islands

     Fiji

     French Polynesia

     Japan

     Jamaica

     Malta 

     Mauritius

     New Caledonia

     New Zealand

     Réunion

     St Kitts

     St Lucia

     Seychelles

     Singapore

     Vanuatu 

The fact that an island has been approached is no guarantee that it will end up on the list of qualifying countries. 

Parts of the world from which pets will still be required to go into quarantine

     The Americas

     Africa

     Asia

     Any country not listed under EU/EEA or rabies free islands

In the case of the United States of America and Canada, work is continuing on an assessment of the risks were pets from these countries to

be exempted from quarantine. An announcement will be made once this work has been completed. 

                                                                                      Prepared 26 March 1999
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                                             Factsheet 3

Introduction

On 3 August, the Government made a further announcement about the arrangements for the

PETS pilot scheme. The date the pilot scheme becomes operational will be announced later but

it will be in place in the early months of 2000.

This factsheet describes the pilot scheme and explains what steps pet owners can take now.

1. What is the PETS Pilot?

The pilot scheme:

   1.only applies to pet cats and dogs 

   2.is limited to animals coming from the countries and territories listed below 

   3.will only operate on certain sea, air and rail routes to England; 

To be eligible to qualify for exemption from quarantine, your pet cat or dog will have to meet the following conditions: 

   1.be microchipped with an electronic 'chip'. 

   2.after it has been microchipped, vaccinated against rabies using an inactivated vaccine. (it will also have to have regular booster

     vaccinations). 

   3.after it has been vaccinated, blood tested at a laboratory that MAFF has recognised. The blood test result must show that the vaccine

     has given your pet sufficient protection against rabies. For this reason,  blood sampling must have been carried out at least six months

     before entry to the UK. (BUT SEE SECTION 20 BELOW) 

   4.be accompanied by a health certificate certifying that the above requirements have been met. This certificate must be signed by a

     veterinary surgeon, who may be a private vet approved by the Government of the country concerned, to issue an official health

     certificate. 

Also, not less than 24 hours and not more than 48 hours before travel to the United Kingdom, your pet must have been treated against certain parasites and infections which may be acquired by cats and dogs outside the UK. This will also have to be recorded on a health certificate signed by a government recognised vet. 

2. Which are the pilot scheme routes?

The routes are expected to include the Calais to Dover sea crossings, Eurotunnel Shuttle Services, certain sea routes into Portsmouth from France, and certain air routes into Heathrow from Europe. These routes are not yet confirmed and it is too early to book a ticket for your pet.

3. What will happen under the PETS pilot?

Before you enter the UK on one of the pilot scheme routes, your animal's microchip and health certificates will be checked by the transport company. If all is well, your pet will be allowed to enter the UK. If not, your pet will have to go into quarantine on return to the UK, or, in the case of pets from outside the UK, return to the country it has come from. You will need to check that all is in order before you attempt to travel, to avoid possible disappointment. 

4. Which countries qualify for the pilot scheme?

Pet cats and dogs resident in the UK may visit one or more of the countries below and return to the UK under the pilot scheme without the need for quarantine. Pet cats and dogs that come from one of these countries and have been resident there for six months may also enter the UK without the need for quarantine. 

Andorra

                  France

                                    Italy

                                                            Norway

                                                                                   Switzerland

Austria

                  Germany

                                    Liechtenstein

                                                            Portugal

                                                                                   Vatican

Belgium

                  Gibraltar

                                    Luxembourg

                                                            San Marino

Denmark

                  Greece

                                    Monaco

                                                            Spain

Finland

                  Iceland

                                    Netherlands

                                                            Sweden

(France excludes French Overseas Departments and Territories, Norway excludes Spitzbergen, Portugal includes the Azores and Madeira and Spain includes the Canary Islands but excludes Ceuta and Melilla) 

Pets resident anywhere within the UK will continue to be able to travel freely within the British Isles without the need for quarantine. Such pets will not be subject to quarantine, nor to the Pet Travel Scheme. 

The pilot scheme relates to the UK only. An announcement by the Irish authorities concerning the arrangements for pet cats and dogs entering the Republic of Ireland against the backdrop of the PETS project in the UK will be made in due course. 

5. Guide dogs and hearing dogs

Dogs providing assistance to the disabled, including guide dogs and hearing dogs, will be eligible for the pilot scheme like any other dogs. In addition, we hope that these dogs will be allowed to travel between the UK and Australia and New Zealand during the pilot scheme. This will depend however on discussions with the Australia and New Zealand authorities and whether airlines are prepared to carry such dogs. 

6. Documentation

The pet health certificates needed will be available later in the year nearer to the scheme going live. For pets leaving the UK subsequently to return, these certificates will be issued by Local Veterinary Inspectors (LVIs). For pets resident in a qualifying country and coming to the UK, these certificates will be issued by the country concerned and discussions are underway between the UK Government and other

Governments on this.

Your pet may need a separate certificate to show that it meets the health requirements of the country (or countries) that you are visiting or travelling through. These requirements may be different from those of the Pet Travel Scheme. In the case of UK pet owners going abroad, they should contact their local Ministry of Agriculture Animal Health Office for advice. 

7. What can I do now?

You can:

(i) get your pet microchipped by your vet

(ii) get your pet vaccinated by your vet and

(iii) get your pet blood tested. BUT because blood testing capacity is very limited at laboratories, this may take some time, and it may be better to delay vaccination.

You will have to pay for microchipping, vaccination and blood testing. Any vet can arrange these for you, but you will have to get a vet approved by the Government to issue your pet’s health certificate in due course.

Microchip identification

8. What type of microchip should be used?

A permanent number radio frequency identification device (RFID) otherwise known as a microchip, must be implanted in the animal to identify it. We do not specify a particular type or brand or microchip to be used, but we strongly recommend that it conform to ISO (International Standards Organisation) standard 11784 or to Annex A to ISO standard 11785. 

If the microchip does not conform to either of these standards, it may not be able to be read by a standard microchip reader when the animal is checked at the time of travel. This means that you would have to provide your own microchip reader (at your expense) to enable the microchip number to be read successfully. You should check with your vet to ensure that the microchip meets an ISO specification. 

9. When should a microchip be fitted?

A microchip can be fitted at any time. However, the animal must be microchipped before it is vaccinated against rabies. This is so that the microchip number and other details (such as the animal’s age) can be recorded on the vaccination certificate and ultimately on the health certificate. 

10. How is a microchip fitted?

Your vet will implant the microchip according to the manufacturer’s instructions. Ask your vet to check the number of the microchip once it has been fitted.

Vaccination

11. Which vaccine can be used?

It must be a rabies vaccine authorised for use in the UK, or by the government of the qualifying country in which you are resident. If in doubt, consult your vet. In the UK, rabies vaccines will now be made freely available to veterinary surgeons. This means that MAFF authorisation for rabies vaccines will no longer be required.

12. When should my pet be vaccinated?

An animal must be at least three months old before it is vaccinated.

Vaccination can take place any time after the animal has been fitted with a microchip. Before administering the rabies vaccine, your veterinary surgeon will check to confirm that the animal is identifiable by a permanent number microchip implant. Once identified, the microchip number must be entered on the vaccination record card at the same time as vaccination. 

If a pet has a previous history of vaccination against rabies (e.g. it has been resident abroad), without being identified by microchip, it must be vaccinated again after it has been fitted with a microchip. 

13. Record of vaccination

When the animal is vaccinated, the administering veterinary surgeon will record the following details on the vaccination record card:- 

   1.the animal’s date of birth/age 

   2.microchip number (and date of insertion, if known) 

   3.date of vaccination 

   4.vaccine product name 

   5.batch number 

   6.due date of next vaccination (or booster) 

14. Re-vaccination (or boosters)

After an animal has been vaccinated against rabies, it must be given booster vaccinations. This must be done at the intervals specified by the vaccine manufacturers. Consult your vet for details.

Blood Testing

15. How do I arrange a blood test?

The vet who vaccinated your pet can arrange this for you. You must take your animal’s vaccination card with you when the blood sample is taken. 

16. When should the blood test be done?

The best time for a blood sample to be taken for a blood test is about 30 days after the last vaccine injection. If the blood test is delayed, the sample can be taken and stored for testing later.

17. Where should the blood test be done?

The blood test must be performed at a laboratory recognised by MAFF. Initially only one recognised laboratory in the UK, the Veterinary Laboratories Agency (VLA) in Weybridge, along with ten other European laboratories, have been accepted by MAFF as from May 1999. Other laboratories in Europe may be added later as the scheme develops.

Blood tests performed by laboratories before they were recognised by MAFF will not be acceptable. This is because MAFF can only be certain through the recognition procedure that the laboratory meets the necessary quality standards.

 AT THE MOMENT, BLOOD TESTING CAPACITY IS EXTREMELY LIMITED. YOU SHOULD GET YOUR VET TO CHECK  HOW LONG THE WAIT FOR A BLOOD TEST IS LIKELY TO BE BEFORE YOU GET YOUR ANIMAL VACCINATED. YOU  MAY DECIDE TO DELAY VACCINATION IF THE WAIT IS TOO LONG. YOU MAY FIND YOU CANNOT BRING YOUR

 PET UNDER THE PILOT SCHEME BECAUSE YOU CANNOT GET IT BLOOD TESTED IN TIME. THESE PROBLEMS WILL  EASE AS MORE LABORATORIES ARE RECOGNISED, AND CAPACITY INCREASES, BUT THEY ARE INEVITABLE IN  THE TRANSITION TO NEW ARRANGEMENTS.

18. Should I contact the VLA or other accepted laboratories myself about blood testing?

No. Leave this to your vet.

19. What happens if my pet fails its blood test?

It will have to be vaccinated and blood tested again.

20.What happens after the blood test?

You will have to wait six months after your pet's blood was sampled for submission to a recognised laboratory before your pet enters the United Kingdom. However, there is an exception for animals resident in the British Isles (including the Republic of Ireland) that are microchipped, vaccinated and blood sampled prior to the date that the pilot scheme becomes operational. Such pets will not have to wait 6 months from the date of the successful blood test before coming back to the UK after a trip abroad. No certificate will be issued to allow your pet to enter the UK unless the blood test is successful.

Further information

21. Leaflets

More information will be available later on health certificates and getting your pet treated against parasites and ticks.

22. Website

You may wish to look at our Website for more information. The Website can be found at: 

                                 http://www.maff.gov.uk/animalh/quarantine/default.htm

23. Telephone/e-mail enquiries

If you need further advice on the information contained in this factsheet, you should contact the PETS Helpline on 0181 330 6835. This service is open between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. from Monday to Friday. You can also contact the Helpline by e-mail on pets@ahvg.maff.gov.uk
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                            MAFF recognised blood testing

                                            laboratories 

 At: 13 August 1999

   NAME AND ADDRESS

                                                TEL/FAX

                                                                                       Recognition date

   Veterinary Laboratory Agency 

   New Haw

   Addlestone

   Surrey KT15 3NB

   UNITED KINGDOM

                                                Tel: (+44)01932 357 345

                                                Fax: (+44)01932 357 856

                                                                                       27 May 1999

   Agence Française De Securite Sanitaire des Aliments

   Nancy

   Domaine de Pixerecourt

   B.P. 9 F-54220

   Malzéville

   FRANCE

                                                Tel: (+33) 3 83 29 89 50

                                                Fax: (+33) 3 83 29 89 59

                                                                                       27 May 1999

   National Vetinary Institute

   Commision of Diagnostics

   Section of Diagnostics

   Department of Virology 

   PO Box 585 

   BMCS-751 23 Uppsala

   SWEDEN

                                                Tel:(+ 46) 1867 4000

                                                Fax:(+ 46) 184714517

                                                                                       27 May 1999

   Danish Veterinary Institute for Virus Research

   Lindholm

   DK-4771 Kalvehave

   DENMARK

                                                Tel: (+45) 55 86 02 00

                                                Fax: (+45) 55 86 03 00

                                                                                       27 May 1999

   National Veterinary and Food Research Institute

   PL 368 (Heimeentie 57)

   00231 Helsinki

   FINLAND

                                                Tel: (+358) 9 393 101

                                                Fax: (+358) 9 393 1811

                                                                                       27 May 1999

   Instut für Virologie

   Frankfurter Strasse 107

   D – 35392 Giessen

   GERMANY

                                                Tel: (+49) 641 99 38350

                                                Fax: (+49) 641 99 38359

                                                                                       27 May 1999

   Dept. for Equine, Pets and Vaccine Control Virology  Unit

   Federal Institute for the Control of Viral Infection in  Animals

   Robert Kochgasse 17

   2340 Mödling

   AUSTRIA

                                                Tel: (+43) 2236 46 640 902 or 906

                                                Fax: (+43) 2236 46 640 941

                                                                                       27 May 1999

   Instituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale delle Venezie

   Via Romea 14/A

   I-35020 Legonaro (PD)

   ITALY

                                                Tel: (+39) 049 8084261

                                                Fax: (+39) 049 88 30046

                                                                                       27 May 1999 

   Direccion General de Sanidad de la Produccion Agaria,

   Laboratorio de Sanidad y Produccion Animal del

   Estado,

   Camino del Jau, S/N

   E-18320 Santa Fé (Granada)

   SPAIN

                                                Tel: (+34) 958 44 03 75

                                                Fax: (+34) 958 44 12 00

                                                                                       27 May 1999

   Insitute Pasteur of Brussels

   Rue Engeland 642

   B-1180 Brussels

   BELGIUM

                                                Tel: (+32) 2 373 31 58

                                                Fax: (+32) 2 373 31 74

                                                                                       27 May 1999

   Institute of Veterinary Virology

   Schweizerische Tollwutzentrale

   Langgass-Strasse 122

   CH-3012 Bern

   SWITZERLAND

                                                Tel: (+ 41) 31 631 23 78

                                                Fax: (+41) 31 631 25 34

                                                                                       27 May 1999
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